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Paradoxical though it may
seem, this second issue of the
BUAA News Letter (2012) to
be published on-line for the
first time on 13th May 2012 on
the occasion of the AGM, had
to be prepared and brought out
rather hurriedly. Ruefully
enough, despite our best efforts
---we hosted the ‘call for write
up’ on our website for about a
year---we have not received a
single positive response! This is
one indication that our culture,
and mental outlook is yet to be
ready for such an endeavour.
Like it or not, this is a severe
civil societal lacuna on the part
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of us, those who passed from
our university and been successful in life in one or the
other. Let us remember once
again that we have received a
lot from our Alma Mater, but
remember also that we need to
give something in return. The
famous universities in the West
have thrived on the all-out support from their former students
who donate often everything to
their Alma Mater if they do not
have any heir to their property.

below). We are proud to declare
that we are a regular Association
constantly engaged in activities.
As it happens though, a small
team under the able leadership
and tireless efforts of our President Professor (Retd.) Swapnadip
Thakur, actually very often has to
shoulder most responsibilities,
and is
thus overstrained. We
solicit more support and help from
the members since this basically is
to be a co-operative and voluntary
venture.

But we do not lose hope. Our
Association is not very old, and
it is growing, but compared to
the volumes of students who
passed from the university in
the past, our membership figures (672 as of 11.5.12)) are
still meagre. Happily though
the BUAA has got a home (and
a Desktop with internet facilities) of its own given by our
beloved university on the
ground floor of the Old Humanities Building, which has
facilitated our work and helps
draw attention to the existence
of such an Association. Our
university has also extended
hands of co-operation in different ways in taking up multifarious activities (detailed later

Prof. Harihar Bhattacharyya
Editor-in-Chief
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From the President’s Desk
I am privileged, elated and honoured
to be the 2nd President of Burdwan
University Alumni Association. I
am grateful and thankful to all our
Alumni who have imposed so much
of faith on me and my other members of the Executive Committee.
Although I was reluctant to run for
the BUAA, as I knew that it was a
bit of a Sisyphean task.
The Burdwan University Alumni
Association is still in its infancy. It
came into being on 12th January
2007, the auspicious birth day of
Swami Vivekananda. It is being
nurtured by the members and officebearer of the ASSOCIATION. The
all out help, appreciation and continued support by the University Authorities in upbringing this baby is
thankfully acknowledged.

“I look at the BUAA
like a plant in a
garden...”

I look at the BUAA like a plant in a
garden. Just a short time ago, it was
a small sapling, and now, just after
five years, it has grown into one that
is thriving and striding forward. Our
membership number is approaching
toward a thousand.

We have a beautiful and organized website. It has provided a
terrific means of communication
for our members. I encourage
you to post any recent news,
whether it is joyous, frustrating,
or sorrowful. This site is the only
plausible way of connecting our
large community. I would like
to acknowledge those people
who have made this website both
a possibility and a success.
Alumni Association plays a pivotal role in the development of
their alma mater. It was the institute which cared, nurtured and
developed the students, so that
they go to the outside world and
contribute to the development of
the country and in larger perspective to the society.
Today, Alumni have reached to
greater heights and they have
made a great career for themselves. I am sure they owe something to their alma mater. I think
it is now their turn to pay their
dues.
We, all took with us many fond
memories of time we spent over
here. This has been our second
“home.” Not only it is an exceptional educational institution, it
is a place where our professors
know us by name, our friends
are forever, and Golapbag is
almost always in the discussion.
Education is our passport to the
future. It will remain with us
throughout our life and will pay
lasting dividends to us and to
society. And your certification is
in your degree. Let us use this
ticket not only for good life but
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also for changing the world and
society.
We are working with many constraints. Two major constraints
were the active work force and
inadequate funds for fulfilling
our desire. I am well aware that
bank accounts are like toothpaste
— it is easy to take out from, but
hard to put it back. If at all possible, it would be greatly appreciated if those who are financially
able would contribute what they
can to support BUAA. It is vital
to the success of this organization to have financial donations
from its members. To accomplish the objectives of BUAA it
requires the support and dedication of each one of its members.
Now it is the time for us to turn
our focus to our other alumni
who have not yet been able to
anchor in a good and proper
establishment. We must use our
experience and resources to aid
them on their way to success. .
We must not forget why we are
all here today, standing together
as one organization. We are here
as a support network for one
another. Our unity is what gives
us strength, and what will pave
the way for future happiness and
prosperity.

Prof. Swapnadip Thakur
President, BUAA
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From the Secretary’s Desk
We are living in a very difficult
time, internationally and nationally in which our cherished values are being eroded by the day.
But despite this, we, the BUAA
members, are carrying on our
activities, and quite aware of our
goals and objectives. True, we
have a lot of limitations and
problems. But we do not fight
sigh of them.
I am sorry to record the sad demise of our beloved alumni since
the last AGM. I would mention
in particular the names of late
Samir Kumar De, and late Abdul
Momin Midda, the former Librarian, Central Library, B. U

and the Librarian-In-Charge of
the Central Library, B. U respectively. We pay our homage to
the fond memories of them, and
those whose particular details are
not available to us.
Our Association has remained
alive to the tasks of continuously
engaged in cleaning the Golapbag Campus, its beautification,
helping out the needy students. It
gives us some satisfaction that
we have been able to bring to the
notice of the Burdwan University authorities the need for
maintaining the rich ecological
heritage of our campus as well as
the need for repairing the ponds

and the bridges within the Golapbag Campus.
I take this opportunity to extend
my sincere thanks and gratitude
to members of the BUAA and
those beyond who have extended
hands of co-operation to us, and
appeal to younger and energetic
members to be more involved in
the Association’s activities for
the well-being of their Alma
Mater.
Janardan Roy
Secretary, BUAA

“I take this
opportunity to extend
my sincere thanks and
gratitude to members
of the BUAA...”
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Tagore’s Thoughts on the Bengalee Mindset
Prof. Monojit Acharyya Choudhuri (Founder-President, BUAA)
On 8th May 2012, we celebrated the closing ceremony of Kabiguru Rabindranath Tagore’s 150th birth anniversary
with great pomp and grandeur. We very often boast of Rabindranath without realizing his teachings and preachings. It
is true that he expressed his pride to be born as a Bengalee through his poems, songs and speeches. But at the same
time he expressed his utter disgust and dissatisfaction with many of the inherent weaknesses which characterize the
Bengalee middle class community in his various writings more than almost a hundred years back, which still remain
valid and relevant today. Very painfully, he made some caustic and sarcastic remarks about the Bengalee mind-set. In
this small piece, I have ventured to translate them into English, which, I believe, will speak for themselves:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

We often start a work but do not care to complete it;
We boast of our community without doing our own assigned duties;
We generally do not believe firmly what we openly exhibit in our utterances;
And what we do believe at our hearts, we do not fulfill it;
We can write affluently about what to do, but we rarely sacrifice ourselves to do that;
We always remain satisfied by showing our egoism but seldom we try to make ourselves worthy of that;
We fervently wish to have participation of others in a particular job, but we often engage ourselves to find fault
with them;
8. We often take pride to imitate others and feel glorious by accepting their mercy and favour;
9. Our politics aims at throwing dust to others’ eyes; and
10. Our major aim and objectives of life is to remain self-contained by making flamboyant and flippant speeches
which ultimately lead to nothing for the upliftment of society. (Rabindra Rachanabali, 2nd volume, pp. 782, Viswa
Bharati publication on 125th birth anniversary of Tagore)
Finally, the time has come at the present juncture of our societal life to ponder over what Tagore said about us, and try
to overcome those weaknesses to make ourselves proud of him in the realistic sense of the term, not in words and

“Dancing Girl”
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A Few Words in Defense of Students’ Feedback
Prof. Harihar Bhattacharyya (Editor-in-Chief, BUAA)
Students are the main component of the university as a community of higher learning.
They are at the receiving end of what are delivered to them by the university: teachers,
administration and others concerned. Since teaching-learning is a process, which, by
nature, is to be interactive and a matter of enjoyment, the university is duty-bound to
create the congenial atmosphere for the same. Since our administration generally is
reactive rather than proactive, which means that the administration reacts and responds
when called for, rather than does its job routinely and regularly as a matter of practice,
a missing gap is never bridged. Our university’s intake come mostly from rural and
semi-rural backgrounds, and the students often are very shy of stating the problems
they regularly encounter---whether at the class rooms, hostels and so on---their learning
process may turn out to be rather dull and boring. They seldom speak out. For proper
teaching and nurturing the students, the university needs to create and maintain a
healthy environment, physically and intellectually speaking.
But if given the opportunity to express in some formal ways and periodically, students
may come up with a good number of suggestions and the problems they encounter not
only when they study, but also they seek jobs in the job market subsequently. This is
not to suggest that the university creates a luxurious condition without any critical content because that cripples the students rather than empowers them for their future life.
The point that is being driven here that since they are the major stake-holders, they are
entitled to the right kind of education they need. Some kind of feedback mechanisms
from the students thus is a must for creating a critically dynamic atmosphere of teaching-learning process---the very essence of education. Apart from many other benefits,
this helps teachers also to learn anew too and continuously retune themselves.
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Activity Highlights
 Since the last AGM, the BUAA has carried on its beautification drive
of the Campus, and maintained the beautiful hedges around. It has also
carried on activities to keep the campus clean although it must be added
that the required awareness among the stakeholders in this respect is often
lacking.

 As before, in total, ten students have benefited out of the BUAA’s
Students Aid Fund on medical grounds and the pressing need. The amount
spent is @Rs. 1000.00 only, as our funds are limited.

 Green Litter Bins have been bought for installation and use within the
Campus which will be installed soon with the help of the University’s Engineering Department. These Litter Bins will carry our Association’s stamp
with the request to be used. The above is part of the BUAA’s movement
for clean and plastic-free campus.

 The BUAA’s registration has been renewed and accounts have been
properly audited.

 The BUAA’s website is well-organized and continually updated.

In Memoriam...
We pay homage to the fond memories of the following who passed away recently
 Samir Kumar De, formerly Librarian, Central Library, B.U
 Abdul Momin Midda, formerly Librarian-in-Charge, Central Library, B. U
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Founding Members of the Adhoc Committee, BUAA 2006-7
Professor (Retd.) Monojit Acharya Choudhuri
Professor (Retd.) Swapnadip Thakur
Professor Harihar Bhattacharyya
Dr Shoroshimohan Dan
Dr Deb Kumar Panja
Dr Debidas Mondal
Sri Janardan Roy
Sri Partha Narayan Ghosh
Dr Sukumar Mukhopadhyay
Sri Tapan Kumar Sinha Roy
Dr Sambaran Pramanik

BUAA Executive Committee 2011-2012
Sl. No.

Name

Contact No.

1

Prof. Swapnadip Thakur

9433202681

2

Prof. Harihar Bhattacharyya

9475243847

3

Sri Janardan Roy

9434100291

4

Dr. Prabhat Kr. Ghosh

9434391457

5

Sri Partha Narayan Ghosh

9434673494

6

Dr. Mantu Saha

9434578881

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Dr. Debidas Mondal
Sri Ashoke Kumar Raja
Dr. Biplab Sarkar
Dr. Atis Ch. Mandal
Dr. Debdas Rakshit
Sri Prasanta Kr. Choudhury
Sri Debmalya Ghosh
Mrs. Jhana Barman
Sri Debesh Thakur

9434391456
9153167499
9474821701
9434471190
9434546216
9434674154
9434003679
9434671342
9732050184

BUAA Advisory Committee 2011-2012
Sl. No.
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Name

Contact No.

1

Prof. Monojit Acharyya Choudhuri

9434667054

2

Dr. Shorosimohan Dan

9476483956

3

Dr. Sukumar Mukhopadhyay

9474786538

4

Sri Tapan Kr. Sinha Roy

9434846176

5

Dr. Debkumar Panja

9434215475
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Committee Members
Publication Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Professor Harihar Bhattacharyya (Editor-in-Chief)
Dr Partha Sarkar, Dr Biplab Sarkar, Dr Debmalya Ghosh, Dr Kabita Mukherjee
Sri Debdatta Tah

Campus Beautification Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Professor (Retd.) Swapnadip Thakur (Convenor)
Professor (Retd.) Monojit Acharya Choudhuri , Sri Janardan Roy, Sri Ashok Raja, Sri Prasanta Choundhury and Dr
Kanchan Kamilya.

Academic Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Professor (Retd.) Monojit Acharya Choudhuri (Convenor)
Dr Apurba Ratan Ghosh Dr Anindya Bose, Dr Angshuman Kar, Dr Sukriti Ghosal, Dr Pravat Kuri, Dr Satyadarshan
Dutta, and Dr Prabhat Kumar Ghosh.

Cultural Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Sri Debesh Thakur (Convenor)
Mrs. Jharna Barman, Dr Tanmoy Das, Sri Subha Prasanna Nandi Majumdar, Dr Jaopraksh Keshri, and Dr Abul
Hasan.

Games and Sport Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Sri Ashok Raja (Convenor)
Dr Mantu Saha, Dr Bhaskar Jyoti Ghosal, Sri Prasant Choudhury, Dr Atis Mondal and Dr Debdas Rakshit
Finance and resource Mobilization Sub-Committee, 2011-12
Dr Partha Narayan Ghosh (Convenor)
Dr Debdas Rakshit, Dr Mohan Pada Pal, Dr Deb Kumar Panja, Dr Debidas Mondal, Dr atis Mondal, Sri Naba Kumar
Ghosh, Sri Janardan Roy, Professor Retd.) Swapnadip Thakur, Sri Tapan Kumar Sinha Roy and Dr sujit Choudhury.
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List of Donors
Prof. Amit Kr. Mallick (10000/-) Cheque
Prof. Monojit Acharyya Choudhury (15000/-) Cheque
Dr. P.K.Ghosh (5000/-) Cash
Dr. Pranab Roy (1500/-) Cash
Sri Amal Kr. Mukhopadhyay (1500/-) Cash
Sri Rahul Majumdar (1500/-) Cash
Dr. Satyadarshan Datta (500/-) Cheque
Dr. Pradip Kr. Dan (500/-) Cheque
Dr. Tapas Kr. Das (500/-) Cheque
Dr. Kabita Mukhopadhyay (3000/-) Cheque
Sarat Book House (10000/-) Cheque
Sri Sudhabindu Dhar (3000/-) Cash
Sri Sunil Roy (10000/-) Cash
Sri Mrinal Mukherjee (1000/-) Cash
Dr. Kanchan Kamila (5000/-) Cash
Sri Abdul Momin Midda (5000/-) Cash
Ms.Shibani Majumdar (500/-) Cash
Prof. Swapnadip Thakur (5000/-) Cheque
Prof. Harihar Bhattacharyya (5000/-) Cheque
State Bank of India (10000/-) Cheque
UCO Bank (20000/-) Cheque
IDBI (1000/-) Cheque
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Our Appeal
The alumni of this university of more than half a century old now are spread world over and well-placed in life, in
their respective areas of activities. We take a lot of pride when we hear that as many as 70 alumni of this university
are to be found working in the world famous institution of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, more than half of
them being life members of BUAA. We also take pride in those alumni who have played important role in international
level such as peace-making for Burundi (on the invitation of the Burundi Peace Foundation then headed by late
Julius Nyarare) and the constitution- making in Nepal. We appeal to all alumni to get in touch with the BUAA to become its life members, associate them with it, and to donate liberally for their Alma Mater. We look fervently for your
helping hand!

About our Alma Mater

Burdwan University
Learning leads to
Emancipation
(BU celebrated its
Golden Jubilee during
15.06.09 to 14.06.10)

Burdwan University started on 15th June, 1960, with Sukumar Sen, an ICS, as its first
Vice-chancellor. It was after the abolition of the Zamindari system in the fifties that
Uday Chand Mahtab, the last representative of the Burdwan Raj, showed his magnanimity in leaving almost his entire property of Burdwan at the disposal of the state government. This, coupled with the initiative of the then Chief Minister of West Bengal, Dr.
Bidhan Chandra Roy, facilitated the establishment of this university. Presently, the
administrative works are mostly done at Rajbati (the palace of Barddhamana Maharaja) campus; on the other hand, academic activities center around the Golapbag campus mainly.
Academically, Burdwan University is feeding and nourishing more than 100 colleges.
Its territorial jurisdiction extends over five districts - Burdwan, Hooghly (excluding
Serampore Subdivision), Bankura, Birbhum and Purulia. These constitute the greater
part of Radh Bengal, the cradle of ancient civilisation of India. The imprints of the past
are strewn all over the Radh Bengal.
The university is now in a position to offer courses on diverse disciplines. These include physical education, B.Ed., foreign languages, computer applications, population
education, etc. There are also an Adult Continuing Education Center and the Academic
Staff College. The university has a museum and art gallery at Rajbati that displays
even the pottery of prehistoric age. The university has its Distance Education wing
imparting Post-graduate education in different subjects as well as in some professional
courses at Under-graduate level.

