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HHiissttoorryy 

The University of Burdwan was founded by Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, visionary Chief 

Minister of West Bengal, as a part of his master plan to expand the scope of higher education 

beyond the metropolis. Initiating its journey on the 15th June 1960 (West Bengal Act XXIX 

of 1959) with six postgraduate departments and thirty undergraduate colleges in the districts 

of Purulia, Birbhum, Bankura, Burdwan and Hooghly except the Srirampur subdivision, the 

University of Burdwan has emerged as one of the premier institutions of higher education in 

India. 

The Universityôs academic cluster is located in GolǕpbǕg, royal rose garden of pristine 

beauty. Planned and executed by a British botanist in the mid nineteenth century, the pleasure 

park of the olden days is surrounded by a canal with a beautiful island (DǕr-ul-BǕhǕr) at the 

centre of it. With nearly 1200 trees, 154 rare centuriesô old mahogany trees included, the 

historic GolǕpbǕg has been recently declared by the Botanical Survey of India as the Bio-

diversity Heritage site. 

In recent years, the University of Burdwan lost the 

districts of Purulia, Bankura and Asansol subdivision 

of Burdwan to the three new Universities coming up 

in its old affiliating jurisdiction. With this, the 

university has entered into a new phase of post-

graduate and research intensive growth. 

TThhee  CCeennttrraall   LLiibbrraarryy  

The Central Library was established in 1960 at 

óNaachgharô in Mahatab Manjil (Rajbati) with the 

collection of books for humanities and mathematics 

department. Books for Physics and Chemistry 

department were added in 1961. The library was 

shifted from Mahatab Manjil (Rajbati) to óDarul 

Baharô (presently Institute of Science Education 

Department) at Golapbag in 1962. In 1964, the 

library was shifted to present building at Goalpbag 

Academic Campus. Seminar Libraries of the Science 

Departments were shifted to the respective 

departments.  

The present Central Library is housed in a partly 

three-storied building. Being in the middle of the 



campus it is easily accessible from all departments of the University. It has a carpet area of 

about 12,000 sq mt. The library remains open from 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. from Monday to 

Friday and from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Saturday. There are 19 departmental libraries in 

the Golapbag campus attached to the respective departments. The library provides 

consultation facilities to outside scholars, teachers of the affiliated colleges and students of 

other Universities as well as ex-students of Burdwan University following the library norms.  

The main thrust of the library continues to be the improvement of the quality of services and 

facilities, achieving higher degree of userôs satisfaction and modernization of its activities 

and operations. 

 

OOuurr  VViissiioonn  

 

Á Empowering the Universityôs academic, research and learning community with deep 

expertise, innovative services and outstanding collections, strengthened with soft 

human touch 

 

Á To become the model university library in the country 

 

Á To incorporate the latest technology and adopt user friendly approach towards the 

esteemed users. 

 

 

LLiibbrraarryy  CCoommmmiitttteeee  

The esteemed members of the Library Committee: 

 

1. The Vice-Chancellor ï Prof. Smritikumar Sarkar, Chairman 

2. The Dean, F.C. for P.G. Studies in Arts etc. - Prof. B.V. Parida 

3. The Dean, F.C. for P.G. Studies in Science - Prof. B. Roy 

4. The Registrar ï Dr. Deb Kumar Panja 

5. The Finance Officer ï Mr. P. N. Ghosh 

6. The University Librarian ï Dr. N. RayChoudhury, Convener 

7. Senior Professor ï Prof. B. Ghosh, Dept. of Sociology 

8. Head, Dept. of Mathematics ï Prof. A. A. Shaikh 

9. Deputy Librarian ï Smt. M. Mitra (Paladhi) 

 

 



LLiibbrraarryy  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp    

Burdwan University Library plays a vital role in providing Library and Information service to 

the members of the library.  The membership of the Central Library is open to:   

V Members of the Court/Executive Council /All  staff members( Teaching & 

Non-teaching)/ Research Scholar/Research Assistants/ Project Fellows/ 

Regular Students of the University pursuing various courses of the studies 

directly/ Teachers of affiliated colleges/ex-students of our University/other 

Universityôs PG level students/retired persons of our University/Other 

academicians from outside. 

 

Library Cards/Pass book is issued to the users after filing up the prescribed registration form 

endorsed by the Head of the concerned department along with other necessary documents as 

required with a passport size photograph submitted by the applicant. 

 

Readers and borrowers must immediately inform the library in writing if there is any change 

in their address. 

 



Different membership categories are given below in a tabular form.  Members are able to 

avail the Library facility following the norms of the library.   

Membership categories, entitlement, retention period of the documents and fees: 

Category  Entitlement  Retention 

Period  

Lib. Fee 

(Non-

Refundable) 

Remarks  

Students of PG/ PG 

Diploma/  M.Phil./ M.Tech 

Home Issue [2 books 

for PG/ PG Diploma] 

 [3 books for M.Phil/ 

M.Tech students] at a 

time from Central 

Library  

10 days Rs. 200.00  Against 

Lending/Seminar 

Library card  

1 book from Seminar 

Library at a time  

10 days  

 

Against Lending 

Card 

 

Ex-students & PG level 

students of other 

Universities  

Reading Room facility 

only (maximum 3 

books can be given at 

a time)  

To be returned 

on the same day  

Rs. 100.00 

per year  

Against Library 

Card 

 

Research 

Scholars/Research 

Fellows/Research 

Assistants  

5 books at a time  30 days  Rs. 500.00 Against Pass book 

Project Fellows 2 books 30 days Rs. 300.00  Against Pass Book 

Participants of Refresher 

courses/orientation courses  

1 book  Overnight  -  Against library 

Card 

Teacher - Fellows  10 books at a time 30 days Rs. 1500.00  Against Pass Book 

Scholars (Non-stipend 

holders) 

2 books at a time 30 days Rs. 1000.00  Against Pass Book 

-Do- Reading Room facility 

only 

                --  Rs. 100.00  Against library card  

 

University Teachers 30 books at a time 30 days -- Against Pass Book 

 

Teachers and Librarians 

from affiliated 

Colleges/University Ex-

employees & other 

outsiders with the 

permission of the 

authorities 

2 books at a time  30 days  Rs 2000.00  Against Pass Book 

 

 

Officers 10 books at a time 30 days -- Against Pass Book 

 

Library Technical Staff  5 books at a time 10 days -- Against Pass Book 

 

Ministerial/other 

University Staff  

2 books at a time 10 days -- Against Pass Book 



Library Hours 

The Central Library remains open on all days except University holidays and Sundays.   

Library timings are as follows:  

 

 

 

Collections:   

Library has an impressive mixed collection of both print and electronic resources including 

books, journals, reports, theses and other materials. It has adequate infrastructure to meet the 

requirements of the user.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* as on 31
st
  March 2016. 

 

 

Facilities for Differently abled  users: 
 

To make the library journey 

comfortable important services like 

membership, issue/return of books, 

reading room facilities, special 

collections etc. are provided from the 

ground floor.  A ramp at the entrance 

of the library has made the journey 

of the user smooth.   

 

 

 

Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. 

Saturday 10.00  a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

Borrowing Time 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

Lunch Time 1.30 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

Books 

¶ Purchased Books 

¶ Project Books 

¶ Gift Books 

252285 *  
199228 

21002 

32055 

Journal (Bound Vols.) 29200  

Theses  2283  

Rare Books (Raj Collections) 10383  

Manuscripts  2757  

E-Resources under E-SodhSindhu Consortium  20 

E-books and E-databases  8 reference e-books  

Digital Database 14 



E Resources under E-ShodhSindhu Consortia:  Following e-

resources are available under the e-ShodhSindhu consortium. All the E-resources can be 

accessed from the University campus.  Please visit the website   http://buweb.buruniv.ac.in 

for more details: 

 

 

Sl. No. Resource Name Resource URL No. of Journals 

1 American Chemical 

Society 

http://pubs.acs.org 50 

2 American Institute of 

Physics 

http://journals.aip.org 18 

3 American Physical Society http://publish.aps.org/browse.php 13 

4 Annual Reviews http://arjournals.annualreviews.org 33 

5 Cambridge University 

Press 

http://journals.cambridge.org 224 

6 Economic & Political 

Weekly 

http://epw.in 1 

7 Emerald http://www.emeraldinsight.com 133 

8 Institute of Physics http://iopscience.iop.org/journals 46 

9 ISID http://isid.org.in Database 

10 JGate Plus (JCCC) http://jgateplus.com Database 

11 JSTOR http://www.jstor.org 2500+ 

12 Nature http://www.nature.com 1 

13 Oxford University Press http://oxfordjournals.org 262 

14 Project Muse http://muse.jhu.edu/journals 500+ 

15 Royal Society of 

Chemistry 

http://www.rsc.org 29+6Database 

16 Springer Link http://link.springer.com 1389+ 

17 Taylor & Francis http://www.tandfonline.com 1079 

18 Wiley-Blackwell http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com 908 

19 Web of Science http://www.webofknowledge.com Database 

20 World E-book Library http://community.worldlibrary.in e-book 

 

 

 

Other E-Resources subscribed by the University: 
 

Sl. No. Resource Name Resource URL No. of journals 

1 EPWRF India Time Series www.epwrfits.in 16 Modules  

2 OXFORD Reference Library www.oxfordreference.com  8 e-books (Perpetual 

Access) 

3 EBSCO-Business Source Elite search.ebscohost.com Database 

4 MathSciNet www.ams.org/mathscinet  Database 

 

http://buweb.buruniv.ac.in/


Library Layout:  37,351.04 Sq. ft. areas are extended in 3 floors.  Floor wise 

layout of the library is given below. 

 

 

Library Automation: 

The bibliographic details of all books 

can be searched online through OPAC, 

Web OPAC, MOPAC 24x7.  

Circulation is automated through Koha 

(Open Source Library Management 

Software). 

 

DSpace based Digital Library Services 

available 24x7. Different question 

Papers of NET/SET and other 

competitive examinations, selective old 

Journals, Question papers of University 

Examinations are available online. 

  



DDii ff ffeerreenntt  SSeeccttiioonnss  ooff   tthhee  CCeennttrraall   LLiibbrraarryy    
 

Membership Registration  
 

The membership Registration Desk is in a 

convenient position at the Circulation Section.  

There is a Membership Registration form for 

library membership. Willing candidate can 

collect the membership form from this section 

and can deposit the same with the necessary 

details along with the requisite fees (where 

applicable) to avail the membership of the 

library.  The membership counter remains 

open from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

 

Circulation Section  
 

This section represents the hub of library activities where lending out of books to readers is 

facilitated.  Of all the library activities, the circulation of books for home use is a major 

public service provided by the library. Nearly all 

the members of the library visit this section for 

getting books on loan for home use at one or the 

other time.  Circulation section plays an 

important role in connecting users with 

documents.  Central Library staff assists library 

users with the location and circulation of library 

materials. In this section various functions are 

undertaken viz. Registration of new members, 

lending of books, renewal of membership cards, 

shelving of library materials, and maintaining 

order in shelving areas etc.  This section has 

started automated issue/return using Koha (open 

source software) and books are issued against 

library card/passbook.  Apart from these basic services, other important functions like 

assisting users in searching OPAC, providing library clearance, display of new arrivals, email 

alert and sending regular reminder letters for overdue books are performed here. Staffs also 

assist users in finding whereabouts of the library.  The circulation 

counter remains open from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 

 

Stack Room 

The main stack room is behind the Circulation front desk.  Books 

for lending are shelved here according to their specific subjects 

assigned through Call Number.  The stack room contains books of 

Bengali, Hindi, Sanskrit, Philosophy, Sociology, Political Science, 

Economics, Foreign Language, Commerce, English, History, 

Philosophy, Library Science, Computer Sc., Business 

administration (Tourism) and Santhali.  



S. R. Ranganathan Reading Hall 

The state-of-the-art S.R. Ranganathan Reading Hall was inaugurated by Prof. Smritikumar 

Sarkar, Honourable Vice-Chancellor, the University of Burdwan on March 2016. The 

Reading Hall remains open from 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. from Monday to Friday and from 

10.30 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Saturdays. It has more than 100 seating capacity. The Reading 

Hall is Wi-Fi enabled. The users can bring their own books and read in the conductive atmosphere 

of the library and can use their personal Laptop/Mobile to access the e-resources of the library.  

 

Manuscript Section 
 

This section is enriched with 2757 numbers 

of rare manuscripts of Ramayana, 

Mahabharata, Bhagbata, Purana, Smriti, Kabya, 

Byakaran, Tantra, Nabya Nyaya, Jyotish etc. 

Manuscripts are systematically arranged 

according to accession number as per guidelines 

of the National Mission for Manuscript. Two national level seminars were organized in 2006 

and 2008. The ñCentre for Manuscriptology and Palaeographyò was established on 18th 

March 2008 for preservation, conservation and documentation of those manuscripts. 

 

 


